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elcome to the Walker Chapel UMC Historic Cemetery Newsletter. We are
the teams that maintain, enhance, restore, research, and document our
historic treasure while planning for its expansion to meet our responsibilities
as a church in providing hallowed burial grounds for all in our community.
With this issue we are expanding from being primarily a property and grounds
maintenance team and transitioning into a team with an added focus on ministry.
Much of this is a work in progress and you can read and see more regarding this
transition inside this newsletter. As always, your ideas, suggestions, and comments
are always welcome at

cemetery@walkerchapel.org
Currently: We are on hold pending receipt of Arlington County Permit review for site plan

approval. The submission status at Arlington County Permits is currently set at “department
review in progress”. The first review cycle for a Land Disturbing Activity permit is 45 calendar
days and 30 calendar days for the subsequent review cycles. According to the online
submission the review cycle for this permit ends June 3rd, but we expect comments before then.
The construction manager is standing by to be under contract to the Chapel, the columbaria
details are being assembled and reviewed for procurement, and a meeting with the Arlington
County Historical Affairs Landscape Review Board was held on March 17, 2021, after which
we were granted the Certificate of Appropriateness needed to move forward. James Wright,
our Chapel Architect, has lead the construction phase and taken us to the high ground of
success through his devotion and dedication to Walker Chapel.
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The new face of Chapel Leadership

As we tear down the old, crumbling retaining walls around the cemetery, we are tearing
down the barriers to ministry, communication, and progress inside our beloved Chapel.

Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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Our new Simplified Leadership structure
For many months your Chapel leadership spanning the Council, Board of Trustees, Pastor/
Staff-Parish Relations Committee, many committee chairs and members worked to develop a
set of detailed Guiding Principles for the Chapel. James Wright, with great patience and
determination, gathered the comments and recommendations from all, and following the
guidelines established by Kay Kotan and Blake Bradford in their book Mission Possible, and
wrote the first comprehensive Guiding Principles in Chapel history. An abstract was also
prepared for easier reading and participation by the entire congregation.
The Guiding Principles are just that: the brief statements provide the fundamental parameters
by which the Chapel and the new leadership structure will organize itself and operate. The
intent is these principles will be reviewed annually and amended or expanded as necessary to
assure that Walker Chapel’s leadership is effective and accountable. A supporting Question
and Answer narrative was prepare to answer frequently asked questions. If you are interested
in reviewing all of the task team’s work to date, you may view/download the 108-page Guiding
Principles Reference Manual containing detailed working policies and procedures.
All documents are available at https://www.chapelcemetery.org/guiding-principles/ found
on the menu under the About Us heading.

Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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Meet Your Leadership Board
The fourth and final motion of the Charge Conference of May 2, 2021, established the initial
Leadership Board with its nominated Chair, Christopher Hatcher (Class of 2022). Joining
Christopher with be Larry Danforth (Class of 2021): Walter Lundy and Martha Schoonover
(Class of 2022); and Jean Anderson, Michelle Kilkenny, and Christiane Roehler (Class of
2023). Ex officio members of the Leadership Board include Carl Cunningham (Lay Member to
Annual Conference) and James Wright (Lay Leader). The Class year establishes the end of the
year when the member will roll off the board and a new member will be nominated.

M e e t t h e P M I T . . . a n d i ts s e a r c h f o r a t e a m l e a d e r
The new Leadership Board is in place and active. A
major team reporting to the Board is the Property
Maintenance & Improvement Team called by its initials
the PMIT. The PMIT is a gathering of five teams all
dedicated to property management. There is the
Building Team for the interior and exterior of our
building. The Grounds Team cares for all our gardens
and trees. The Cemetery Team manages the extents of
the cemetery and those in our eternal care. The
Parsonage Team cares for the Pastor’s home and grounds. And the main PMIT provides
oversight over a range of activities from contract and procurement administration to security.
The position of Team Leader of the PMIT is open with strong support already in place. The
largest project is the Historic Cemetery Project which is entering the construction phase with
James Wright as construction manager. The Cemetery is managed by Larry Danforth who also
maintains the heating and air conditioning systems within the Chapel. The Building Team is
shared between Chris Hatcher, James Wright, and Larry Danforth. And the Parsonage Team
has a highly active group of Chapel leaders looking at alternatives for the future. The PMIT
Leader’s role will be to effectively coordinate this gathering, to take advantage of shared
resources, and to plan / budget for the future thus freeing the leadership and Pastor to focus
on the ministry.
Following the appointment rules for the Leadership Board, applicants must be of 18 years or
older, not be a paid employee of the Chapel or a spouse of a paid employee and be a member
of the Chapel. Otherwise, there are no other restrictions, and the position is open to all
applicants.

You may learn more about the PMIT by visiting https://chapelcemetery.org/PMIT/ under the
About Us menu where you can read/download the 10-page guiding principles for the PMIT
and view a 12-minute YouTube video that further explains how the PMIT will operate.
Applicants should send a brief resume focusing on their property related experience to
Christopher Hatcher, Chair of the Leadership Board, using his email
christopherwhatcher@gmail.com. The deadline for applications is COB May 31, 2021. If you
have any questions regarding the PMIT, please contact Larry Danforth at
cemetery@walkerchapel.org.
Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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New to the Cemetery

The memorials and plaques help celebrate the lives of those in our care. At times it is a hard
decision for the family on how to best to memorialize their loved ones.
This past quarter saw the addition of a companion headstone for Ivan and Alma Elmer, both
long time members of Walker Chapel. Ivan was a true leader in the 1980’s and reading his
words as documented in our archives stirs the spirit to press on. His view was the Chapel is
our church and we should only need to turn to ourselves to move it forward in the community.
A beautiful stone was added by the family of Bob and Judy Colman located near the entrance
and Tal’s garden. Kenneth King passed away in Nevada but his wish was to be near his wife
Jean and their infant daughter, Katherine Christie King. Now they are side-by-side and we will
be moving their main stone cross to a point shared by both.
If you have a loved one in our care and wish to celebrate their lives with either a head stone or
plaque, we can connect you with stone carvers or work with your selected stone carver to memorialize them as you would have them remembered. You can contact us at

cemetery@walkerchapel.org
Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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A Labor of Love

I have now visited many historic cemeteries and have come away impressed with the
wonderful condition and uniqueness of our cemetery. Ours shows care and is especially restful
and calming. Yes, we have some stones that lean, some are broken in pieces, some have
lovingly (and incorrectly) moved from where they belong, and my dear Emma (bottom left) is
still sinking into the ground. The efforts to enhance and expand the cemetery will be awesome,
but our restoration of monuments will let all know that we care for all of them.
The main cemetery is open to new gravesite licenses! Thanks to the Cemetery team and Chapel
Finance we have a 2021 budget and have opened the cemetery to past and current members for
the first time in many years. Already five families have selected their sites and licenses are
being prepared using our new Cemetery Management and Operations System.
We have also started an interest list of those who prefer the new columbaria. This is still a good
time off, but they wish to ensure we keep them informed on our progress and when we will
open the columbaria to new licenses. The columbaria and the scattering garden are open to all
in the community, all faiths, all souls, as we move forward to recognize that everyone carries a
part of God within and is deserving of an honorable resting place in our cemetery.
Contact us at any time if you would like more information, wish to license a site, or wish to
follow our progress on the columbaria and scattering garden. We are here at:

cemetery@WalkerChapel.org
Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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The Arlington Connection newspaper published a nice article about the cemetery that
captured the effort and mission of the Historic Cemetery Project Team to enhance and expand
the cemetery and the sense that we have moved from the HCP being a maintenance project for
a decaying retaining wall to a ministry for the community and those in our eternal care.
The article may be accessed by clicking on this link >> The Arlington Connection.
What was a spark of an idea in 2017 has grown into a Chapel project because of the energy and
dedication of our five-member steering committee of Lynne Alley-Grant, Pastor of Walker
Chapel; James Wright, Lay Leader; Christopher Hatcher, Chair of the Trustees; Christiane
Roehler, Chair of Finance; and Larry Danforth, Chair of the Cemetery Committee and Trustee.
As you read in this issue, we are on the cusp of construction with James Wright bringing his
considerable architectural and construction experience to bear in managing this phase of the
project. We still have a long journey to completion, but there is a great feeling of progress.

A cup of coffee, a good book, friends & Thou!
Each Sunday morning at 9:15am, before Chapel Service, a group of us
gather to share a few pages from a book we elected to read together.
The books provide focus and topic points, but as you can imagine, the
discussion is free-wheeling and takes us into the fascinating, uncharted territory of our minds and memories.
At first we questioned whether it would be worthwhile to meet on
Zoom rather than in person. But we found Zoom to be quite the positive...it was only a short walk to the meeting, we could see each other,
we could hear everyone, we could dress as we like, and we could get
up at any time to refill our coffee cup.
Two years ago we had a similar group that met on Wednesday evenings in the hosts home, with great munchies, a bit of wine, and more
time to be together. All that would still work on Zoom and give us
the opportunity to gather while we are many miles apart.
If you would like to join us on Sunday or if you like the idea of a
weekday meeting in the evening, please let us know by email to
ie@uinspire.us !
Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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Conversion on the Way to Damascus
The tradition of Saul of Tarsus and his
conversation to St. Paul the Apostle is
meaningful even in today’s world. Saul
was born about the same time as Jesus
(4 BCE) as a Greek-speaking Jew in the
city of Tarsus in Cilicia, which is now in
Turkey. Saul was a member of the
Pharisees well steeped in nonbiblical
“traditions” and the Hebrew Bible from
Greek translations. He is known to
have spent the first half of his life
persecuting the nascent Christian
movement though the source of this
motivation is hazy.
After the crucifixion and resurrection,
Saul was on his way to Damascus when
he had a vision that changed his life. He
saw the Lord as a blinding bright light.
It convinced Saul that God had indeed
chosen Jesus to be the promised
messiah and in the transformation he
emerged as Paul, bonded with the
apostles, and began his missions to the
west, carrying the Word to the gentiles.
As I was painting this reproduction, I was drawn in by the image of Saul on the ground, arms
outstretched towards what he could not see. His groom with a worried frown trying to keep
his horse from stepping on Saul. You can see the painting and its intermediate black & white
underpainting at https://www.uinspire.us/faith/.
When near done I looked again at Saul and thought about all the times I have been thrown
from my horse and landed on my back in a blinding light. What did I do...how did I
recover...was that a time when there was only one set of footprints in the sand?
Paul left us many letters and inspirational words as he traveled, many times in harm’s way, to
reach out to communities on his path. Not just people of the current faith, but all people,
everywhere.
But there was also one message that came from the role model of the man himself...

...it is never too late in your life to come to Jesus

Find the latest information on our website at www.chapelcemetery.org
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Coming up…
We will publish the Summer issue of this newsletter on or about the 15th of August, 2021. The issue
will contain an update on the Historic Cemetery
Project and, hopefully, pictures of construction.

Walker Chapel Historic Cemetery
4102 North Glebe Road
Arlington, VA 22207
(703) 538-5200
E-mail: cemetery@walkerchapel.org
Website: www.chapelcemetery.org
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