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elcome to the third Walker Chapel UMC Historic Cemetery Newsletter. We
are the teams that maintain, enhance, restore, research, and document our historic treasure while planning for its expansion to meet our responsibilities as a
church in providing hallowed burial grounds for all in our community.

On January 22, 2020, the full board of the Historic Affairs Landmark Review Board met
to consider the Walker Chapel proposed design for an enhanced and expanded cemetery. Leading up to this meeting were several preliminary review meetings to establish
the priorities of the Board and guide the Chapel in seeking approval.
HALRB approval is required as a step in permitting because the Chapel grounds are an
Arlington Historic District where all elements, whether historic or not, are subject to
HALRB policies and procedures. The HALRB approval is required on all construction
permits issued to us by Arlington County.
We now have design approval and may proceed with engineering plans but must return for final HALRB approval prior to seeking building permits.
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On January 25th a Town Hall Meeting was held
in the Fellowship Hall to present and discuss the
design approved by the HALRB. The outline of
the meeting was:






The layout of the main cemetery
Our efforts and responsibilities to restore
stones and markers of all graves,
The landscaping work we have done and our
vision as we work together as a neighborhood,
The status and plans to replace the wooden
retaining walls,

In the mid 1800’s roads were few, homes were scattered, there was no “Arlington County”…that didn’t come about until 1920.
People gathered in their homes and when the numbers grew, they looked towards creating a meeting
place
At a meeting at Mt. Olivet church on Sunday July 9,
1871, 56 people pledged “We the undersigned members and
friends of the Methodist Protestant
$386.50 and said,

Church do agree to pay on demand the
serval sums set opposite our names for
the purpose of building a Methodist
Protestant Church at or near Walker’s
Grave Yard.”

We carry this
heritage in our hearts
today, the Chapel is a
neighborhood gathering place open to all.
The first chapel was a clapboard building with a small
belfry, sitting on a high foundation with room for Sunday School classes in the basement. It was used for
Christmas Services that first year and was officially dedicated on July 18, 1875.
In 1903 the second church was built for $2,000 where the
current Chapel stands. Julian and William Elliot built
the Chapel. William later purchased and dismantled the
1871 Chapel and used the lumber to build his home at
3816 N. Glebe Road. That home still stands and is the
yellow house down in a hollow off Glebe Road.

In 1951 the Administration building was added where the horse stable stood at a cost of $75,000.00. The
outside wall on the cemetery side is of interest to the HCP as it encroaches on the cemetery grounds.
The present Chapel was started in 1959 and dedicated on Palm Sunday, April 10, 1960. The cost of construction was $225.000.00.
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A more complete history is available on our
website at www.walkerchapel.org. Click on
the “About” tab and then “Historical
Notes”.
It gives a real feel for the early time and has
a few real surprises!

Where we have been...and where we are going...
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There is a saying, “if you don’t plan for tomorrow,
you won’t have one.”
Our tomorrow is a vision where the historic cemetery is a place of peace and understanding for all, a
place for meditation and prayer, a place for love.
The master plan spans all the grounds shown here
and is the basis for the construction phases to come
as we build towards that vision over the coming
years.

Vernie Lesessne Gaddy was the cemetery
manager in 1945 and wrote one of the first
complete sets of cemetery documentation.
He and his wife Lula are in our care. In
his records he described how he numbered the graves “on the left side of the
road”. We searched for the road and
eventually found it right before our eyes, a
grass covered path down the middle of
the cemetery.

The records are being brought up to date by consolidating
what is known and recording the results of probing all
graves into a digital database. Many graves are licensed to
people we don’t know.
Many graves are single-depth burials and
block use for a double-depth burial.
Many graves have no headstone or markers yet probing detects a burial.
We need your help!

A pledge we made was before we were finished, we would
see Nancy Walker’s stone upright and proud by the Walker’s Corner Meditation Labyrinth we will be designing and
building in 2021.
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We have asked what do people want? We have been assisted by cemetery consultants, columbaria firms,
and data from the International Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral Association to answer the question.
Historically in the 1900’s people wanted in-ground, full casketed burials. Since the 1950’s that included a
concrete vault. Before the 1950’s brick vaults were used. There were also many in-ground cremains
(ashes) burials.
The trend now is towards cremation. In-ground interments of cremains use biodegradable urns, beautiful rose-wood boxes engraved with the tree of life. The trend is also increasing favoring above ground
columbarium interments.

The elements of Phase I of the Master Plan
are shown here. The primary objective is to
replace the retaining walls as they are overstressed and even with our latest efforts, are
showing signs of failure.
The HCP is a vision driven by compassion
where the HCP and its columbaria are an
artistic representation of death that should
give comfort and closure to grief.
It is also a huge, complex construction project of concrete, stone, and relentless sweat
equity from our volunteers.

The most serious retaining wall failure is in the
main parking lot.
Here we will place a partition and trees in the
parking lot for drainage.
There is a central entry
point to the cemetery
with a ramp to the left
and stairs to the right.
Trees in the parking lot
and behind the ramp
help soften the view.
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Looking from the cemetery
out North into the parking lot
the view will be of the columbaria plaza and trees.
The columbaria plaza is the
second half of the ramp system leading up to the main
cemetery level.
Here you see the three singlesided flat columbaria that
will be placed immediately
and the two double-sided
curved columbaria that may
follow at a later date once we
can better determine the
need.

The walls will be clad with
local Carterock® stone using premium, large stones
with a recessed mortar
joints.

Carterock® is from nearby
Maryland and is a local favorite.
The front wall at Old Glebe
and Glebe roads is made of
this stone and will be repaired as part of this project.

The wall along the parking lot access road, historically called Little Falls Road, will be clad with
Carterock® as will be the ramp and back walls of
the new retaining wall and columbaria.
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The Three Single-Sided Columbaria

We will start with three columbaria
that will be built into the retaining
wall and clad on the parking lot side
and ends with Carterock®. The two
on the left and right sides will be 18
feet long and the center will be 24 feet
long.
The columbaria will be configured to
accommodate companion urns and
families with up to six urns. A total of
204 companion niches and 24 family
niches are planned; however, the final
configuration is still under review.
The front of each niche will be granite
where many alternatives are now under review including the original design where the panels are unobscured
by rosettes and reflect back the beauty
of the surrounding historic cemetery.
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The curved, double-sided columbaria

Following the green arrow above, the curved, double-sided columbaria are seen here looking from the
columbaria plaza into the main cemetery.
Both sides of the columbaria will contain companion niches. The ends of the units on the inside of the
passage to the main cemetery will hold family niches and double-sided family niches on the outside
ends.
The two columbaria will provide an additional 184 companion niches and 24 family niches.
The inside of the wall that curves with the steps will be the location of
the a memorial wall. There will be a matching curved bench by the
wall. Granite Memorial plaques will match the columbaria panels.
The wall will be purposed for memorials for those in our hearts that are
interred elsewhere...a cenotaph...giving family members a place to
gather and remember.
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There will be a scattering garden within the columbaria plaza
where the wall of the garden will enclose the garden but not obstruct the view of the main cemetery.
Granite Memorial plaques will memorialize those scattered here
and will match the columbaria panels.

The Lawn will be preserved as a green
space to enjoy by the Chapel, neighborhood and community and will be the
home of the Monarch Meadowfest.

The corner will honor the
Walker Family with a space
for rest and peace, with a
labyrinth as a historical place
for meditation.
The corner now appears barren, much of it is bare soil.
But it is the location of pregraveyard burials and has a
scattering of granite markers
typical of very early graves.
It is the cornerstone of the
cemetery.
The border with Old Glebe
Road will be a flow of steps
and gardens creating an invitation to come in.
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The fire escape was installed at
a time when the upper floor
was one open space and several hundred children attended
pre-school.
The space is now partitioned
into rooms and the number of
students is a few dozen.
The Fire Department and Arlington County Office of Permit
Enforcement have given approval to its removal without
replacement.
The window wells of the lower
level are protected by a small
roof and gutters. They are in
great need of replacement.

The Gate and lights need
restoration that will take
place this year.
But the Phase III plan calls
for improved handicapped
parking.

We also wish to add a ramp
in the gate area so those who
find steps difficult can have
easy access to the base of the
cemetery.

And so we have made full
circle and seen years of work
to come.
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As we move forward, please visit the Chapel website at
www.walkerchapel.org.
On the Home page you will find many events of community
interest as we continue to gather as did our founders. We
will be posting current status of the HCP to the cemetery
website.
There is a tab labeled Cemetery which will take you to the
cemetery website or you may go directly to the cemetery
website at www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org.
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Coming up…
We will publish the summer issue of this newsletter on or about the 15th of May, 2020. The issue will
contain an update on the Historic Cemetery Project, an updated Policies & Procedures Guide to the
cemetery, and an update on the new Historic Cemetery website and its online donation feature.

Walker Chapel Historic Cemetery
4102 North Glebe Road
Arlington, VA 22207
(703) 538-5200
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