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elcome to the first Walker Chapel UMC Historic Cemetery Newsletter.   We 
are the teams that maintain, enhance, restore, research, and document our his-

toric treasure while planning for its expansion to meet our responsibilities as a 
church in providing hallowed burial grounds for all in our community.   

 
We are teams with a few members each that have special interests that fit well with our minis-
try as we pursue a wide range of interests and activities in our historic cemetery.  The genealo-
gy team takes names and dates and attempts to link families together while seeking a living 
family member.  The landscape team cares for the grounds, gardens, plantings, and trees, pro-
tecting them from invasive ivy and vines while trimming for better health and beauty.  The 
stones & markers team cleans the stones of ages of growth and dirt, sets the stones square on 
new bases, and restores stones broken by time, weather, and vandals.  The computer team cre-
ates and maintains the database and recordkeeping system for the cemetery and uploads im-
portant documents into our digital repository, all while producing reports, integrating with 
the cemetery’s accounting system, and developing/maintaining the cemetery WordPress web-
site.  The family services team works with families seeking information on those in our care, 
fully plans and supports funerals,  and ensures a proper completion for all interments.  The 
Chapel Engravers team designs the graphic plaques for our Wall of Memories and Memorial 
Walls, engraves the images onto granite panels using lasers, and mounts the panels on the 
walls.  Our legal team guides the process of returning unused and unconnected gravesites to 
the Chapel for use by current members of the congregation, they process quit claims for those 
seeking to return gravesites to the chapel, and they coordinate licenses and certificates as re-
quired by law.  We have one task force and that is the HCP or Historic Cemetery Project.  This 
task force HCP team will manage the enhancement and expansion of the cemetery through the 
completion of the project five years from now.  They are designers, engineers, architects, and 
financial managers to watch over  the $1.2M project. 
 
We are many teams but still act as one through the Chapel Cemetery Committee.  Not all 
teams are fully formed or staffed but will become active as we open the main cemetery to new 
licenses, as we plan our fall/winter trimming projects, and as the HCP progresses.  If you 
would like to join any of these teams we would like to come meet with you to share what is 
going on and explore ways in which you would like to participate .  Claudia Cox, our Office 
Administrator, and Larry Danforth, of the Cemetery Committee, look forward to meeting with 
you.  We are always listening at  
 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org 
 

Walker Chapel  
United Methodist Church  
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Historic Cemetery Project 

 

Early this year we sent out a Request for Proposals 
[RPF] to well-established firms to participate in the 
enhancement and expansion of the Walker Chapel 
cemetery...we called the endeavor the Historic Cem-
etery Project or HCP.  Two firms decided to team 
together to give us the full spectrum of services we 
were requesting. Moody Graham would take the 
lead as the Landscape Architect (visit at 
w w w . m o o d y g r a h a m . c o m ) .  L a n g a n 
(www.langan.com) would provide the initial survey 
services and the final civil engineering services 
needed to move the project through the permitting 
and approval process up to and including the selec-
tion of the construction firms that would implement 
the design.  
 
Last month Langan completed the topological sur-
vey of our entire property including the extension 
onto property managed by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation [VDOT] and then Moody Graham 
took over and developed the initial design ideas for 
our consideration.  On August 13 we had our first 
design meeting with Emily Rodgers, the project lead 
designer from Moody Graham, to review these sug-
gestions. Attending were Chris Hatcher, Chair of the 
Trustees; James Wright, Chapel Architect; Lynne 
Alley-Grant, Pastor; Larry Danforth and Claudia 
Cox as the HCP project team; and Ryan Beasley 
from Langan.   Emily brought four different looks 
for the first phase which is the replacement of both 
retaining walls, the addition of columbaria, the Wall 
of Memories, and the Reflection Garden.  You can 
read more about these project elements at 
www.walkerchapel.org/cemetery where the pre-
design drawings were intended just as suggestions. 
 
We are now  reviewing the four design concepts and 
individually responding with likes, issues, and other 
considerations.  A second review meeting will be 
scheduled in September with a final design follow-
ing.  Most likely we will be able to publish the mas-
ter plan to our website at that time and in our next 
newsletter on November 15th. 
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Stones and Markers 

We have been actively restoring stones and markers in the ceme-
tery.  Many were sinking, leaning, and slipping off their bases.  In 
some cases we were able to connect with family who generously 
contributed to restore their property.  In other cases, we do not 
have contact with the family but restored the stones with dona-
tions received from friends of the cemetery.  
 

The first stone was for Ruby Stith who came to Arlington from 

Florida in 1910 and passed away.  Her husband and daughters 

carried on but the stone sunk over the years and the carvings be-

came illegible from lichens and mold.   

The first step was to take our new 2-ton engine hoist and lift the 
stone off the base and set it aside so we could construct a new 
concrete, re-bar reinforced, base.  
 
The stone was then gently cleaned and after a few hours the   
beauty of the motif at the top of the stone and the engravings  
appeared.  

In this trial period of working with the stones we had 
the advice of Jeff Hodes, a Certified Cemetery Execu-
tive and member of the International Cemetery, Cre-
mation & Funeral Association conveniently located in 
Sterling, Virginia.  There are also blogs and guidance 
offered on the Internet such as https://
www.funeralhelpcenter.com/how-to-clean-a-
cemetery-tombstone-or-marker/     Our cemetery has 
many different types of stones but generally they fall 
into two categories.  There are hard stones mostly of 
granite that hold up well and are easy to clean.  And 
there are soft stones like marble, sandstone and other 
sedimentary rocks.  They are most delicate, wear 
poorly over time and are difficult to clean without 
damaging the surface. 

https://www.funeralhelpcenter.com/how-to-clean-a-cemetery-tombstone-or-marker/
https://www.funeralhelpcenter.com/how-to-clean-a-cemetery-tombstone-or-marker/
https://www.funeralhelpcenter.com/how-to-clean-a-cemetery-tombstone-or-marker/
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We discovered what was thought to be a support 

base was actually a very large slab of granite that 

had sunk over the years.  It was so heavy we 

needed the hoist to lift it out of the ground.  

With a new concrete, re-bar reinforced base the 

original granite base was set in place above 

ground so its beauty could be appreciated.  The 

heart-shaped head stone was then lifted and set in 

place on the granite base stone.  After a careful, 

gentle cleaning, the stone again became a treasure 

of the cemetery. 

Stones and Markers 

Our second stone was a love-
ly heart-shaped stone for 
Robert Lee and Marie Agnes 
Gamble.  The stone was slid-
ing off its base and in danger 
of toppling. 
 
We wrapped the stone with 
fabric bands and lifted it off 
its base.  The bar above the 
stone allows us to shift the 
center of gravity  so that 
when we pick up a leaning 
stone we can straighten it up 
before placing it to the side. 

We lifted the stone and set it aside.  The cross-bar just above the 

stone is adjustable and allows us to pick up an object that is leaning 

and then adjust the center of gravity to bring the object upright.   
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We spotted a small stone with 

a cross that was slipping and       

leaning.  It was made of mar-

ble and if it had toppled it 

would have most likely shat-

tered.  It had a huge natural 

stone for a base that had sunk 

out of sight.   

 

We leveled the base stone and 

reset the monument on the 

stone.  We then gently 

cleaned the marble as it dam-

ages very easily.  After a few hours the beauty of the stone came 

through along with a lovely engraving for the little boy who 

died at 8 months and 19 days… 
 

Budded on Earth, Blooming in Heaven 

To date we have restored 
and leveled 16 stones with 
many, many more to come.  
Some are broken and        
shattered from age, weath-
er, and vandals.  We will 
need experts to repair 
these stones and so it will 
take us a while.  The Cem-
etery Restoration Project 
from 2017 continues to 
fund our efforts but is  lim-
ited so your continued 
help is very much needed 
and appreciated.   

Stones and Markers 
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Gravesite Research  

We have divided the main cemetery 

into four quadrants.  If you stand in the 

middle of the base of the cemetery with 

your back to the Chapel you will notice 

the access road…covered with grass but 

quite noticeable.  The first quadrant is 

to your left and runs from row 3 

through row 12.  The second quadrant 

is on the right and runs from row 1 to 

row 12.  The third quadrant is on the 

left and runs from row 11 to 20 and the 

fourth on the right from row 11 to 25 

(there is no row 21).  Within each quad-

rant there are rows of lots where most 

lots are 10 feet wide and support three 

gravesites.  After more than a year of 

research we are nearing completion the 

first pass through the main cemetery.   

It is a long, slow process complicated by no less than six sets of        
cemetery records, all of which are incomplete and at times in conflict 
with each other.  The only true results come from actual sounding of 
physical gravesites in the attempt to determine the presence of a burial.  
Because of the passage of time this is not always possible and so we are 
accepting paper records when physical inspection is indeterminate.  
We were gifted a perfect $140 hammer probe but it broke after only 10 
rows as the soil becomes like concrete when it dries out. We have three 
manual probes but they are pretty worthless unless you are more than 
6’ tall and weigh more than 200 pounds.  The manufacturer is working 
with us to replace the probe and modify it for our use.  We are also 
searching for engineering and archeology departments in colleges and 
universities that might assist us with ground penetrating radar. 
 

The objective is to find unlicensed / unused gravesites that may be 
licensed to the members of Walker Chapel.  We have found a few such 
graves in all four quadrants.  There are also gravesites that have been         
licensed but have not been used.  A good portion of these sites were 
licensed in anticipation of use, but the site has not been used and the 
licensee cannot be located.   
 

We will carefully research these sites, talking to those in the chapel 
with long memories and researching in Ancestry.com and background 
check web sites.  Where we cannot connect with a living family      
member, we will advertise our intent to re-claim the site and after an 
appropriate waiting period will return the site to the open inventory 
and make it available for licensing.  This will take a long time. 
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Richard Malone Randall (Rick), 48, of Jupi-

ter, Fl., formerly of Arlington, Va., Lusby, Md., Mt. Pleasant, S.C., and Maui, Ha-
waii, completed his earthly journey on April 14, 2018, at his home, after a years-
long stalwart battle with cancer.   
 
He had a remarkable life, always centered on his love for marine activities, though 
he also had an affinity for electronics, founding a business for design and installa-
tion of sound equipment (and he also enjoyed a vigorous game of golf). From fish-
ing with his grandfather and his dad--the two of them sharing the excitement of 
Rick landing a big fish--slushing through ice and snow because his mom wanted a 
“just right” Christmas tree, adventures with his grandmother, to his first sailboat, 
racing lasers, participating in the Annapolis to Newport race, his passion for wind-
surfing: his work and pleasure incorporated that love.  While attending Bishop 
O’Connell High School he worked part-time for a boating company, and in the 
summer a sail loft.  While residing in Maryland he hosted three windsurfing na-

tional competitions on the Chesapeake Bay.  In addition 
to his professional career, he established Maui Malone’s, 
focused on equipment sales, teaching, and providing his 
services as a race director for competitive events. 
 
Rick forged deep and lasting friendships throughout his 
life and was admired, respected, and loved by his family, 
friends, and colleagues.   

Elizabeth Gay Reich Keane died peacefully with one hand over her heart and the other holding a 

beautiful glass cross on December 14, 2018 in Arlington, Virginia. She was 57. Elizabeth was born in 
Concord, MA and grew up with her parents, Gay and Alan Reich, and her three brothers, Jim, Andrew, 
and Jeff, in Sudbury, MA and McLean, VA. She was a light to all who knew her and a true joy to be 
around. She was deeply caring with a quick wit, impeccable taste, a contagious laugh, and a radiant 
faith. She had the rare ability to incite a sing-a-long at a moment's notice and the door to her house on 
the hill was always open. 
  
After graduating from Duke University, Elizabeth taught school in New York City at the Horace Mann 
School. She went on to join Gannett Broadcasting where she held executive roles in Boston and Wash-

ington, DC. Eventually, she returned to teaching, 
most recently at Holy Trinity in Georgetown. It 
was in Boston, on her 28th birthday where on the 
sunny banks of the Charles River, she met the 
love of her life and husband of 27 years, Martin E. 
Keane. Soon after, she took on her greatest and 
most proud role of mother, role model and best 
friend to Caroline, Katherine, Andrew and Mag-
gie. 
 
Elizabeth's active pursuit of understanding her faith brings us comfort in 
knowing she is at peace, though she will be missed by all who knew her. 
She is survived by her husband, Martin Keane, her children Caroline 23, 
Katherine 21, Andrew 19, and Maggie 18 of Arlington, VA, her mother, 
Gay Reich of Williamsburg, her brother Jim Reich (Ellen) of Marshfield, 
MA, Jeffrey Reich (Debbie) of Dobbs Ferry, NY and her 21 sisters- and 
brothers-in-law and many, many nieces and nephews. 

Now in Our Care 
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Dorothy Dodge (“Dot”) Glenn was born on June 2, 1920 and 

grew up in a small town in Northwest Ohio called Van Wert.  She 
passed away quietly at her home on Sunday, May 12, 2019, in 
Charlottesville, Virginia at the age of 98. 
 
It was at Foundry Methodist Church where she met her future 
husband, Leo Glenn. He was born in a small town in Illinois out-
side of Chicago, his first job was for a private firm in Chicago, 
then he went to D.C. to work as an architect for the Navy during 
World War II.  Dorothy was predeceased by her beloved husband 
of 51 years.  
 
One interesting item I found in the Smithsonian’s Torch newsletter 
from April 1968 mentioned that Dorothy was part of a newly 
formed ten-person Women’s Rights Committee tasked with creat-
ing “an action program for assuring equal employment oppor-
tunity for women at the Smithsonian.”  Dorothy retired in 1986 
after 40 years with the federal government of which the last 24 
were with the Smithsonian Institution. She was a long-time mem-
ber of Walker Chapel United Methodist Church, Arlington, Vir-
ginia and her legacy will carry on as she bequeathed her estate to 
the Walker Chapel Cemetery and the Historic Cemetery Project. 

Kenneth Lee King, 78, passed away from cancer on 12 June 2019.   
Ken was born on 19 August 1940 to Oliver Kenneth and Sara Aileen 
(Sandy) King in Des Moines, IA.    He grew up on the family farm 
in Milo, Iowa and at the age of 16, he left home to attend Iowa State 
University.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 1962.     
 
Early in life, Ken had several jobs including newsman, disk jockey, 
construction supervisor, free-lance photographer, and cinematogra-
pher.    He received a Juris Doctorate from Georgetown University 
in 1967, and started work as a patent attorney in Arlington, VA.   
He married Jean A (Christy) King in the summer of 1965 and had 
two sons.   Jean, and their daughter Kathrine died during complica-

tions of childbirth in 1977.  In 1983 Ken 
moved to Long Island, New York and 
worked for Scully Scott Murphy & 
Pressor.  He had a distinguished law 
practice and retired a senior partner in 
2005.   

Ken moved to Las Vegas, NM and was active in the church as well as mis-
sion work through Love the Child in Guatemala.  He wrote and produced 
music for Lisa Carmen and resumed law practice in support of the El 
Creston Mutual Domestic Water Association.  Following a wonderful court-
ship, he married Camille (Hewitt) in 2018.  Kenneth is survived by his wife 
Camille and children Michael, Shane and Nikki (Bell) King, and one brother 
Tom.  He was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife Jean (Christy) 
King and baby daughter who are at rest in our Historic Cemetery where 
family and friends gathered to celebrate his life. 

Now in Our Care 



Page 9  TheHistoricCemeteryNewsletter 

Accounting for our Stewardship 

The Chapel Office has been expanded to handle the administrative tasks of the cemetery with Clau-
dia Cox taking on the reconciliation of volumes of cemetery records, correspondence, certificates, 
licenses, our new Newsletter, and the computer database of all our information.  Aidan McGeehan 
has been added to staff to assist with the cemetery grounds and research on physical gravesites.  
Moody Graham has been retained to develop the master landscape architecture design of our en-
hanced and expanded historic cemetery and Langan has been retained for survey and civil engineer-
ing services.   
 

We have also created a separate set of accounting records for the cemetery that will track income and 
expenses in greater detail.  The Walker Chapel cemetery is hallowed ground for the interment or   
scattering of the earthly remains or ashes of deceased entrusted to our care.  A major component of 
that care is financial management of bequeaths, donations, and fees earned. 
 

There are three types of money used by the cemetery:  Red, White and Blue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red money is positioned at the Virginia United Methodist Fund, in money market accounts, and oth-
er investment managers.  The original account is called the Cemetery Perpetual Fund.  The money 
came from donations and bequeaths.  In good years 75% of the return on investment is transferred to 
blue money with 25% remaining with the fund to maintain its purchasing power. 
 

A second Red fund is being established for the Dorothy Glen Fund, a large sum coming to us that  
demands close accounting and reporting.   This fund will provide the initial funding for the Historic 
Cemetery Project when approved by the Chair of the Trustees, the Chair of the Finance Committee 
and the Historic Cemetery Project manager.  All such funding to be refunded from licenses and ser-
vices when the HCP has been completed and is providing an income. 
 
A third Red fund, just called the New Perpetual Fund for now, is being established for new be-
queaths and major donations and it currently has a zero balance.  Funds are usually provided by be-
queaths and estates as it provides a legacy and tax savings.  We can help you set this up.  
 

White money is used for major projects modeled after the Chapel’s Building for the Future fund and 

will be called the Caring for the Past [CFTP] Fund.  It currently has a zero balance and contributions 

will be much appreciated. 

 

Blue money is used to maintain the grounds, utilities, and structures.  It is called Operations.  In the 

past this funding came from the Chapel but now and into the future it will come from operations do-

nations, cemetery pledges, and a portion of cemetery earned income.   
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Walker Chapel Historic Cemetery 
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E-mail: cemetery@walkerchapel.org  
Website: www.walkerchapel.org/cemetery  
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Coming up… 
We will publish this newsletter on or about the 15th of the 

middle month of a quarter.  The next issue on November 15th 

will contain your first look at the master design for the up-

graded and expanded historic cemetery.  We will also publish 

at that time a more detailed schedule of our expected pro-

gress through the many approval wickets we face:  Chapel, 

church, County, and State.   


