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elcome to the Walker Chapel UMC Historic Cemetery Newsletter.   We are 
the teams that maintain, enhance, restore, research, and document our 

historic treasure while planning for its expansion to meet our responsibilities 
as a church by providing hallowed burial grounds for all in our community.   

Walker Chapel  
United Methodist Church  

Currently:   We have a completed design and cost estimate on construction.  Any of you 
who have participated in home renovations or construction projects know our problem...the 
cost of the design exceeds our budget authority for the project.  That authority comes from the 
District Superintendent through the District’s Board of Church Location & Building who 
approved the HCP on the condition that it not exceed 25% of the Chapel’s assets and that we 
would not borrow any funds to pay for the project.  That caps the construction budget 
authority at $1.2+ million dollars.  The oxygen left the room when we received our initial cost 
estimate from the construction contractors of $3.7M!  James Wright, our Chapel Architect, was 
authorized by the leadership to obtain the estimate and has miraculously brought the estimate 
down over the past weeks to where it is now in line with our budget authority.  There were 
changes in building materials, some water handling features moved to a later phase, and some 
features, unfortunately, deferred.  We have described the major deferred features below, but 
this is where you come in...you can bring back the deferred elements...you can put the beauty 
back in the design...you can become part of history! 

W h at ’ s  Lef t  f or  U s  t o do?  

There are many features we can do ourselves with just a small amount of funding.  These range 
from landscaping to building the scattering garden ourselves to restoring stones to honoring 
the historical Walker’s Burial Ground...it will be beautiful and mean more to us because we did 
it ourselves and we did it together. 
 
There are several big features we cannot do ourselves that require a contractor, heavy lifting, 
and tons of materials.  We want to add a large ramp leading up to the columbaria and add a 
smaller meandering ramp to the front gate and Cole terrace.  We will make the ramps our own 
through landscaping and sponsor plaques that let future generations know we helped. 
 
Remember the Wall of Memories?  That dream is still alive and awaiting stage left for its grand 
entrance.  The cemetery is a historical declaration of what was, the Wall is a historical declara-
tion of us.  Who where we, what inspired us, what were our times  like and how did we answer 
when called. 
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We will also open the main cemetery to new burial licenses at the start of the year once 
approved by our Chapel leadership and follow later once construction is established with 
licenses for the current memorial garden, the columbaria niches (both personal and family), 
and the scattering garden. 

The cemetery master plan also 
calls for the landscaping of the 
border with Old Glebe Road, 
the removal of the fire escape 
that encroaches on the 
cemetery, and our special 
Walker’s Corner Meditation 
Garden and Labyrinth in the 
location of the Walker’s Burial 
Ground to honor those who 
started us on this path.   

 
T h e  Car in g f or  th e  Past  F u n d 

The Building for the Future Fund was established long ago to provide funds for needed capital 
improvements and renovations for the Chapel buildings and grounds.  The cemetery has 
followed suit by creating our Caring for the Past [CFTP] Fund for needed capital improvements 
and renovations in the cemetery.  Several of you have already donated to the fund and your 
gifts are very much appreciated.   
 
As gifts, memorials, endowments, and bequeaths to the 
cemetery are received by finance, the funds are placed in 
the CFTP fund.  You may instruct us in how the funds are 
to be used.  For example, a bequeath might be designated 
to build the front ramp leading to the Cole terrace with a 
memorial plaque.  A memorial gift may be designated for 
landscaping.  A gift may be to maintain the benches in the 
cemetery.   
 
Cemetery operations for grounds care and maintenance are funded by cemetery pledges.  Like a 
pledge to the Chapel, a pledge to the cemetery is used for the many expenses in caring for your 
loved ones entrusted to our care.  A portion of burial licensing is also set aside for cemetery 
operations.   
 
If you would like to discuss any of these options, please send us an email to: 
 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org  
or by mail to  

Walker Chapel Cemetery Office, 4102 N. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22101 

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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In the rendering above you see a yellow arrow.  It points up the ramp that would give accessible 
access to the elderly, those with walkers, and those in wheel chairs.  Without the ramp they have 
no way to get from the parking lot to the gravesides of their loved ones.  The ramp is NOT part 
of the current construction plan. 
 
The stairs to the right are such an integral part of the wall systems that it would be nigh-on 
impossible to add them at a later date.  The ramp, however, is an easy add-on and the 
columbaria plaza above will already slope down (green arrow) to meet the ramp half way up 
the hill.   
 
The ramp has three parts.  First there is the ramp itself which slopes up one inch for every foot 
of ramp with resting patios every thirty feet.  The second is the box planters between the ramp 
and the back wall with trees to 
soften the beauty of the hill.   
 
The third is the placement of pavers 
in the columbaria plaza as shown 
here where initially the plaza will 
be grass. 
 
We know it will take at least a 
month to get our current 
engineering documents reworked 
with the changes and to get a 
contract in place with the 
construction manager.  Construction is estimated at 26 weeks.  Our goal is to raise the funds for 
the ramp in time to add it to the construction plan as a simple change order. 
 
We will be working with the construction team to develop cost estimates for the ramp and plaza 
along with the steps in donating or sponsoring the ramp.  Please contact us directly via email to 
cemetery@walkerchapel.org or follow us on the cemetery website. 

T h e  R am ps  

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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The Main Gate entrance to the cemetery has two sets of three steps plus railings.  While the 
steps are wide, they are still a barrier to accessibility to the elderly, those with walkers, and 
those in wheel chairs.  Too many times I have seen family members struggle to mount the steps 
just to be by the side of their loved ones trusted to our care. 

The plan is to use the lawn area for a gently sloping ramp starting at the white brick wall and 
sidewalk and meandering up the rise with a single turn.  The design then cuts a large opening 
in the white brick wall allowing the cemetery garden to spill out onto the lawn and around the 
ramp while the ramp continues on to Cole Terrace.  If you would like to follow us as we devel-
op the details on this critical element for our community and enhancement for the history 
books, please follow us on the cemetery website at www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org or contact 
us directly via email to: 
 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org  

L Danforth 

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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W h er e  i s  W alker ’ s  Gr av e  Yar d ?  

The origin of Walker 
Chapel is the original 
Walkers Grave Yard 
known to be located in 
the Eastern corner of 
the back of the current 
cemetery.  We believe 
part of the southern 
tip may be below Old Glebe Road.  We also know the location of the 
beautiful obelisk stone for Nancy Walker, mother of Robert, which is 
near the western tip.  We have a large scale plot of the entire cemetery 
where side notes mention the original Walkers Grave Yard is between 
rows 15 and 21 on the right (southern) side.  A strange factoid of the 
current cemetery is there is no row 21 on the right side. 

We will open the MAIN CEMETERY to new burial licenses for chapel members, past and present, 
at the start of the year. We will include for the entire community the current MEMORIAL 
GARDEN, the COLUMBARIA niches (both personal and family), and the SCATTERING GARDEN once 
construction is well underway. 
 
Opening to new licenses will transform to cemetery into a more complete combination of 
services, management, and maintenance.  The transformation will bring forth a published set of 
Policies, Procedures, and Rules while establishing the fee structures and fair methods for the 
priority processing of initial requests.  The transformation requires open accounting with 
published reports on funds, assets, license status, and burial records.  It requires full knowledge 
of the distribution of income, planned and approved in advance by the Chapel leadership . 
 

The target date for opening the main area of the cemetery is 12:00 NOON, JANUARY 18, 2021.  
If you would like to follow us as we develop the details on the reopening of our historical 
cemetery and how to apply for a license, please contact us via email to: 
 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org  

The SCATTERING GARDEN has always been the gem in the HCP plan.  Perhaps because it 

didn’t involve much construction, it fell to the back-burner and shrunk in size.  Scattering is a 
preferred and effective option for many and churches like Saint Peters across the street and 
Immanuel Presbyterian in McLean.  They only have scattering gardens and they are well 
supported.  We have the wonderful opportunity with the current phased approach to the 
project to create a large garden on the hill where now stands the historic cherry tree surrounded 
by green grass that will lend to the sanctity and beauty of the cemetery.  We will do much of the 
work ourselves with suggestions from our landscape architects.  If you would like to join us to 
develop the design and build the scattering garden, please contact us via email to: 
 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org  

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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The measurements we have are a 
mixture of angles, rods, poles and feet.  
The Walkers Burial Ground is a 
square that is roughly 91 feet on a side 
making the width from top to bottom 
and side to side about 128 feet.  This 
compares reasonably with the layout 
notation that the original grave yard 
was between rows 15 and 21 on the 
right side and reached from what is 
now Old Glebe Road to the median 
grass access road. 
 
The numbered gravesites shown here 
do not match any written record in 
our possession or the physical layout 
of the current cemetery.  We see no 
evidence of an access avenue between 
the original chapel and the burial 
ground, but it was most likely dirt or 
gravel.   
 
There is a metal post along the 
property line that roughly 
corresponds to the right corner of the 
burial ground and there is a small 
hand placed stone at the peak of the 
area.  However, both seem to post-
date the time and may not be relevant.   

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org


Page 7  TheHistoricCemeteryNewsletter 
 

 

Find the latest information on our website at   www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org 

If we superimpose the  archive drawing 
on to the current cemetery layout, we get 
a better view of the extent of the original 
Walker Burial Ground.  Hopefully enough 
to encourage our architects and engineers 
to apply their skills to give us a more 
accurate layout. 

One of the new mysteries is where was the first 
Walker Chapel actually located?  The current 
location of the  Memorial Garden is towards 
the end of row Left-13 and marked here with a 
red cross.  The archive drawing would place it 
more to the left of the green line. 

If you would like to join in solving this wonderful mystery, you don’t have to be here in 
Arlington.  Anyone with access to the Internet can help as we search for better records and 
resolve the survey data from the drawings and deeds in our possession.  We can publish our 
results as we go on our website at www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org.  Send us an email with 
your thoughts and interest to: 

cemetery@walkerchapel.org 

Playground 

Gate 

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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An ot h er  M yst er y  Solve d !  

More than two years ago we 
started surveying the cemetery 
layout and comparing it to the 
f i v e  s e t s  o f  w r i t t e n 
documentation.  Each time we 
mapped the gravesites, each 
time we probed, each time we 
w e n t  b a c k  o v e r  t h e 
documentation we uncovered 
an insurmountable number of 
anomalies.  In a desperation 
move we created a duplicate 
set of location data and then 
proceeded to modify lot 
widths to force fit what was on 
the ground to match the 
written record.  This attempt 
was published in last quarter’s 
Cemetery Newsletter in hopes 
someone would come back and 
help solve the problem. 

Andy Hendricks, who is the walking Ancestry.com of our historical cemetery, came back with 
firm knowledge of his father’s gravesite.  That location matched the written documentation but 
did not match what we were finding on the ground.   
 
A message of our faith says we should turn the other cheek.  The lesson for today is when 
someone argues against a position we hold as true, we should turn the other cheek and look at 
the position from their viewpoint.  We took Andy at his word and reverse engineered the layout 
starting with his father’s gravesite.  Amazingly all the pieces fell into place as the physical layout 
now matched with the written documentation. 
 
What was the solution? 
 
When Vernie Lesessne Gaddy [L08-139-1S circled in red] laid out the lower left side of the 
cemetery in the 1940’s he was oriented by the grass access road (green stripe) running down the 
middle of the cemetery.  This path separates the left side (newer) section from the right side 
(older) section.  At some point he must have realized the grass access road was too narrow and 
so the starting gravesite in each row was left vacant, never to be used.   
 
When we added this column of vacant gravesites to each of the starting lots in each row it had 
the effect of shifting the whole physical layout one gravesite to the right.  With this shift each lot 
measurement and each gravesite matched the written record with very few exceptions.    
 
 

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org
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Walker Chapel Historic Cemetery 

4102 North Glebe Road 

Arlington, VA  22207 

(703) 538-5200 

 
E-mail: cemetery@walkerchapel.org  
Website: www.walkerchapel.org/cemetery 
                        

Coming up… 
 

We will publish the winter issue of this newsletter 

on or about the 15th of February, 2020.  The issue 

will contain an update on the Historic Cemetery 

Project and, hopefully, details on construction. 

https://www.cemetery.walkerchapel.org

