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elcome to the second Walker Chapel UMC Historic Cemetery Newsletter.
We are the teams that maintain, enhance, restore, research, and document our
historic treasure while planning for its expansion to meet our responsibilities
as a church in providing hallowed burial grounds for all in our community.
The past quarter has been a busy time on three fronts: the computer team, the landscape team
and Historic Cemetery Project. Each has included their story in this newsletter. Although it
has taken a few years to get to this point, it seems we are at just the beginning, standing on the
first step, and before us is the vision of what will be. Come share the time with us!

Cemetery Committee
The cemetery committee is far from the calm, quiet gathering you might expect of a group
dedicated to the eternal care of the loved ones of Chapel members and their extended families.
All the activities reported in this newsletter are under the purview of the committee. We are
into computer databases and web technology, including smart phone technology. We are into
expanding and enhancing the grounds through the Historic Cemetery Project that will invest
up to $1.2M in the cemetery over the next five years. We are also a “hands on” group as we
restore stones and markers, strip invasive ivy off trees, reseed the lawn, and work with the
families of those in our care.
The Chapel has just released its new website at www.walkerchapel.org. The Webmasters
Team is quickly following to design and deploy a separate website for the cemetery. Visit
https://www.walkerchapel.org and the Cemetery menu option to preview the site in development for the latest on the Historic Cemetery Project and volunteer opportunities to read about
the doorways that are standing open for you to pass through and help.

Our first meeting in 2020 will be on Saturday, January 18, 2020, in the Fellowship Hall. It will
be more of a Town Hall meeting than a committee meeting as we present the pictorial master
plan for the Historic Cemetery Project now being developed by Moody Graham Landscape
Architects and Langan Engineering. The master plan is the road map for the expansion and
enhancement of the cemetery that will transform our view and use of the cemetery for hundreds of years into the future.

Save The Date!

Saturday, January 18, 2020
Fellowship Hall
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Historic Cemetery Today
At times we feel like a gymnast on a balancing beam
as we keep one eye on the collapsing retaining walls
and the other on the developing master plan for the
future.
Last month we had a fire in the retaining wall in the
main parking lot near the left corner. Whether intentional or accidental, it was quite something. I
happened to be at the entrance on Glebe Road taking down the RAH sign when this huge fire engine
came down the road with lights and siren blaring! I
covered my ears expecting it to pass, but it was
heading right for me and at the last moment
swerved into our parking lot. At that moment we
all started to smell something burning! We searched
but found nothing...the Chapel was fine. The fire
engine left and I soon followed them out only to find
them in the lower parking lot fighting the fire in the
kindling dry retaining wall. The result was a huge
hole in the wall exposing the gravel backfill and
drainage pipe.
We monitor the status of the wall and always take a
glance at the corner as we leave. In particular, the
open square where the two walls intersect. In February, 2018 the beams were resting with about 2”
overlap. Today, that has slipped to a bare quarter
inch. A lot of weight is on that little quarter inch
and when it goes make sure you haven’t parked
your care near the wall!!!
At the end of the month a large section of the second
tier retaining wall did fall away from the hill and
was stopped only by a small tree. It has now been
followed by the middle section. Many other areas of
the retaining walls are showing strain.
We are rushing to shore up the wall before the
winter rains and snow because if the wall goes,
the block wall of the Memorial Garden may slip
into the parking lot. The cost of the temporary
wall for just half the length is $9,900.00. For
those who would like to contribute & help,
please mark your donation with WALL.

2/13/2018
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January HCP Town Hall Meeting
We have been working on the master plan for the Historic Cemetery Project [HCP] for many
months and are still many months away from the final plan. But come January we will be
holding a Town Hall Meeting open to the congregation, friends, the neighborhood, and community to present and discuss the plan with all who would like to see and hear what is
evolving for the cemetery.
The master plan will include artistic renderings of our vision for
the cemetery giving you a true
feel for what it will be like to
spend time in this sanctuary of
peace.
Landscaping will play a major
part in the design as “a beautiful
landscape works on our psyche,
affording the chance to ponder
on a world outside ourselves.
Through this experience, we are
decentered, restored, renewed…”
Elizabeth K. Meyer
Sustaining Beauty
The performance of appearance

Save The Date !

Saturday, January 18, 2020
Fellowship Hall
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Computer Database
The prototype database has been created
using MS Access as the modeling tool. Claudia Cox has been working part time for the
cemetery committee researching / updating
the database with information on lots,
gravesites, burials, and holders of burial licenses. From historical records and probing
we are updating the records with burial information including burial certificates and
historical records from places like Ancestry.com for marriage certificates, death certificates and obituaries. The goal is to certain in our interment data and to gather the
individual’s story.
It is a long, slow process complicated by no less than six sets
of cemetery records, all of which are incomplete and at times
in conflict with each other. The only true results come from
actual sounding of physical gravesites in the attempt to determine the presence of a burial. Because of the passage of
time this is not always possible and so we are accepting paper records when physical inspection is indeterminate.
The objective is to find unlicensed / unused gravesites that
may be licensed to the members of Walker Chapel. We have
found a few such graves in all four quadrants. There are also
gravesites that have been licensed but have not been used. A
good portion of these sites were licensed in anticipation of
use, but the site has not been used and the licensee cannot be
located.
During the fall we have been carefully researching these
sites, talking to those in the chapel with long memories and
searching in Ancestry.com and background check web sites.
Where we cannot connect with a living family member, we
will advertise our intent early next year to re-claim the site
and after a 90-day waiting period will return the site to the
open inventory and make it available for licensing.
You are most welcome to join us! You can also help us with
your donations that go to purchase probes and markers.
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The New Cemetery Website
The new cemetery website will be published in December, but you can get a preview now as it
is being developed. Open a browser on your computer, tablet or smart phone and go to
https://walkerchapel.org and in the top menu bar click on “Cemetery” to go behind the scenes
to the staging area for the new website. Explore and let us know if you have any ideas, notice
typos, or have comments you would like to share.
Click on the Volunteers menu option in the top title bar to see the unique opportunities to participate in caring for our historic cemetery. If you like to write or have a good eye for art and
content, if you like to work with sql databases, if you like to work with high-powered design
tools like those from www.elegantthemes.com, or if you like to implement new plugins
for .pdf readers, volunteer systems, pop-ups, events, or calendars; come join the Webmasters
and develop those skills as we learn together.

Come Joint the Webmasters and Learn WordPress...

Email webmaster@walkerchapel.org
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Landscaping
The grounds of the cemetery are quite extensive and with the
HCP we hope to be able to add the property between the
lower parking lot and Glebe Road that is controlled by VDOT
as a right-of-way for Glebe Road.
Fall is re-seeding time (in more ways than one!) and so after
the first set of rains we broke out the grass seed and starter
fertilizer and scattered new seed throughout the cemetery.
Most of the grass that is in full or partial sun is thick and
hearty, but the areas under the trees and on new sites needed
a refresher seeding. It will take weeks for the new grass to
appear but like last year, when spring comes it will burst
forth from the ground.
The bag in the picture is an exact replica of the seed spreader
used by family in Pennsylvania almost a hundred years ago.
It is updated with current materials but is the same design.
It’s on Amazon and works great!

A wonderful way to spend a day!
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Accounting for our Stewardship
During the past quarter, the Chapel Office was expanded to handle the administrative tasks
of the cemetery. Claudia Cox took on the reconciliation of volumes of cemetery records, correspondence, certificates, licenses, our new Newsletter, and the computer database of all our
information. Moody Graham and Langan Engineering have been retained to develop the
master landscape architecture design of our enhanced and expanded historic cemetery.
The status of funds is shown below. The Perpetual Fund is the prior fund that may be used at
the discretion of the Board of Trustees. The Dorothy Glenn Fund is new and the fund assisting the Historic Cemetery Project. The Caring for the Past is the cemetery counterpart of the
Building for the Future fund for the Chapel. We would like to build up the Caring for the Past
fund and, of course, gifts are always appreciated for the operation of the cemetery.

This summer the Cemetery accounting system was separated
from the Chapel accounting system to facilitate financial
management and reporting. One outcome was the cemetery
income was also separated and the funds received by the
Chapel for operations from the Sunday collection, the cell
tower, and pledges are no longer shared with the cemetery.
The Dorothy Glenn Fund is providing the seed money for the
Historic Cemetery Project, but is restricted by us to that use.
However, the interest income from the fund contributes to
the care of the cemetery. At some point we hope to be in a
position to open the main cemetery to licensing by Chapel
membership and in future years additional income will come
from services provided by the enhanced and expanded cemetery. This will take time to ramp up and in the meantime additional operating funds are needed to bridge the gap.
We are asking for donations, stock transfers, bequeaths, or
gifts in kind for staff and grounds maintenance. For more
information, please contact us at:

cemetery@walkerchapel.org
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Coming up…
We will publish the winter issue of this newsletter on or
about the 15th of February, 2020. The issue will contain
an update on the Historic Cemetery Project, an updated
Policies & Procedures Guide to the cemetery, and an update on the new Historic Cemetery website and its
online donation feature.
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